Dyslexia time bomb ticking

Education and crime
are hot topics. But
GUY POPE-MAYELL
says politicians are
failing to join the dots
between the two -
andit’s a short step
from classroom
disruption to social
dysfunction.

yelexia is both widespread,
and a potential root cause of
serions social issues. One in
10 New Fealanders has dyslecs,
inchading 70,000 schoolchilidren.
That"s 70,000 kids who need seme
specialist help to keep up with their
dasemates in basic areas of learning.
Drysdexda has become a ticking
time bomb in this country —when
failure at schood becomes rife, failure
at life is the obwvious corollary. No
meatter how eager a child is to bearn
when they start at school, the
comsequences of not keeping up with
the ckass are all too prediciable. As
arry teacher will tell you: a struggling
child swoald prefer to be kmown as
naoghty rather than durnd. [f
disruptve kids in schools were the
end of the story, things would be bad
enough. However, the reality is much
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Failure keads 1o loss of self-esteem,
and fow self-esteem feeds alienation,
depression end even criminal
behaviour. Shodkingty, it is estimsated
that up to 50 per cent of young
people who come before the courts
have some sort of identifiable learming
difficulty. Why are politicians the
only people in the country who can't
This destructive chain reaction
from dismption to dysfunction is
being set off in every classroom in the
country, and it has created an
education systemn in crisis, with a
chomus of Important volces now
warning of serious consequences.
The recent report on the
compuisory schools sector noted that

“one of the most pressing issues our

Backing needed: Widespread problem: One in 10 New Zealanders has dysiexia, incliuding 70,000 schooichiidren.

education system faces is supporting
students considered to be at risk of
education and societal fafure.” Ina
survey of Wellington teachers by the
NZ Coundl for Education Ressarch,
st ower heldf said the severe
behaviour of some students. limited
activities they would try with classes,
And a paper presented to the PPFTA
conference in October recommended
that funding be directly attached to
chitdren with discipline issies. In
may cases these discipline isswes are
sgnited by 2 lack of resources to deal
with students who have learning
differences, like dysleda

If politicians just faced facts, they
would see that dealing with
differences is where the mubber will hit

the road. education issues
early would alleviate mamy of the
social issues that cost the cowntry
milfions of doliars. Unfortunztey,
despite officially recognising dyslexia
in 2007, the Government appears to
have comveniently forgotten its
promiss to provide dyslexia-specific
funding for New Zealand schools.
Politicians often talk zboat putting
money and energy into [iteracy
programmes as some sort of oure-all
for underperformance in schoals, bt
this is too narrow a focus. Dyslexda is
a different way of thinking, and it's
not just confined to reading and
writing. In fact, dyslexia impacts
across & wide range of vectors, from
Bteracy and mumeracy through to

time managerment and information
processing speed,

With fittle relief in sight, schools
are often forced to take matters into
their own hands to assist students
with learning differences. To support
them, Dyslexia Foundation of New
Zealand has this month lannched a
brand new guide to hedp Mew
Zealand schools understand dyslexda
— and take sirnple steps to Improve
life far their students, some as simple
as using coboured paper to make
work sheets easier to read.

Developed with the aid of dyslexia
experts both here and overseas, itisa
programme of changes called 410 |
For Dyslexia, www.4Dschools.org.nz.
Tt costs nothing to join bat &5 expected

1o provide immense value in giving
schools permission to act, and to
make changes.

While the foundation is proud of
the work that has been dane on £,
schools cannot turn the tide by
thermsehres. They nead proper
fonding and rescurcing, and they
need it urgently. Politicans need to
see the big picture, from disruption to
dysfunction, and articulate a

commitment to changg. Ondy this will |

stog the time bomb ticking.

B Guy Pope-Mayell is the Chair of
Trustees of the Dyslexda Foundation of
MZ and the father of four chiidren, two
of whom are dyslexic,



